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Art Unit: 3622 

FIRST ACTION REJECTION 
DRAWINGS 

1. This application has been filed with drawings that are acceptable for examination and 
publication purposes. The review process for drawings that are included with applications on 
filing has been modified in view of the new requirement to publish applications at eighteen months 
after the filing date of applications, or any priority date claimed under 35 U.S.C. §§119, 120, 121, 
or 365. 

CLAIM REJECTIONS — 35 U.S.C. §103(a) 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the 
invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between 
the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art 
are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter . 
pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner 
in which the invention was made. 
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2. Claims 1-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Horstmann 
6,285,985 (09/04/2001) [US f/d: 04/03/1998] (herein referred to as " Horstmann "! 

As per claim 1, Horstmann (col. 3, 11. 61-67; and col. 4, 11. 1-25 discloses "the ad 
module sends 'user profile 9 information to the ad server such that ads targeted to the 
user based on the user profile may be downloaded and displayed. . . . Such information 
may include th ecategory of the software program and the user's usage of the software 
program. . . . " 

Horstmann (col. 3, 11. 5-17) shows fee payment elements based "on a 'per-hit' 
basis. . . . fas well as J "based on 'referrals. "' 

Horstmann (col. 3, 11. 17-27) shows "click .... information is used to compute 
billing to advertisers. . . . " 

Horstmann (the ABSTRACT; FIG. 1; FIG. 4; FIG. 2; FIG. 3; col. 1, 11. 5-10; col. 
1, 11. 25-31; col. 2, 11. 1-37; col. 2, 11. 57-67; col. 3, 11. 1-61; col. 4, 11. 1-67; col. 5, 11. 1-15; 
and whole document) shows the elements and limitations of claim 1 . 

Horstmann lacks an explicit recitation of "requesting compensation from the 
plural network nodes for each said visitation by the consumer. . . ." even though 
Horstmann (the ABSTRACT; FIG. 1; FIG. 4; FIG. 2; FIG. 3; col. 1, 11. 5-10; col. 1, 11. 25- 
31; col. 2, 11. 1-37; col. 2, 11. 57-67; col. 3, 11. 1-61; col. 4, 11. 1-67; col. 5, 11. 1-15; and 
whole document) suggests same. 
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It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention that the disclosure of Horstmann (the ABSTRACT; FIG. 1; FIG. 4; FIG. 2; 
FIG. 3; col. 1, 11. 5-10; col. 1, 11. 25-31; col. 2, 11. 1-37; col. 2, 11. 57-67; col. 3, 11. 1-61; 
col. 4, 11. 1-67; col. 5, 11. 1-15; and whole document) would have been selected in 
accordance with "requesting compensation from the plural network nodes for each said 
visitation by the consumer. . . ." because such features would have provided means 
"allowing a software developer to present advertisements through a software 
program. . . . retrieve advertisements form an advertisement server and to display them 
to the user. " (See Horstmann (col. 2, 11. 1-15). 

As per claims 2-10, Horstmann shows the mehtod of claim 1 and subsequent base 
claims depending from claim 1. 

Horstmann (the ABSTRACT; FIG. 1; FIG. 4; FIG. 2; FIG. 3; col. 1, 11. 5-10; col. 
1, 11. 25-31; col. 2, 11. 1-37; col. 2, 11. 57-67; col. 3, 11. 1-61; col. 4, 11. 1-67; col. 5, 11. 1-15; 
and whole document) shows the elements and limitations of claims 2-10; however, 

Horstmann lacks explicit recitation of the elements and limitations of claims 2-10. 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention that the disclosure of Horstmann (the ABSTRACT; FIG. 1; FIG. 4; FIG. 2; 
FIG. 3; col. 1, 11. 5-10; col. 1, 11. 25-31; col. 2, 11. 1-37; col. 2, 11. 57-67; col. 3, 11. 1-61; 
col. 4, 11. 1-67; col. 5, 11. 1-15; and whole document) would have been selected in 
accordance with the elements and limitations of claims 2-10 because such features 
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would have provided means "allowing a software developer to present 
advertisements through a software program. . . . retrieve advertisements form an 
advertisement server and to display them to the user. " (See Horstmann (col. 2, 11. 1-15). 

As per claim 1 1, Horstmann (col. 3, 11. 61-67; and col. 4, 11. 1-25 discloses "the ad 
module sends user profile ' information to the ad server such that ads targeted to the 
user based on the user profile may be downloaded and displayed. . . . Such information 
may include th ecategory of the software program and the user 's usage of the software 
program. . . . " 

Horstmann (col. 3, 11. 5-17) shows fee payment elements based "on a per-hit' 
basis. . . . fas well as] "based on 'referrals. 

Horstmann (col. 3, 11. 17-27) shows "click . . . . information is used to compute 
billing to advertisers. . . . " 

Horstmann (the ABSTRACT) shows "Click-through rewards. 

Horstmann (col. 4, 11. 47-61) discloses "[sending] email. . . . " The Examiner 
interprets this disclosure as showing "a message receiver coupled to the network, said 
mesage receiver receiving messages over the network form any of the plural nodes 
indicating that the dconsumer has visited the node and located a distinctive foreign object 
hidden therein. . . ." 
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Horstmann (the ABSTRACT; FIG. 1; FIG. 4; FIG. 2; FIG. 3; col. 1, 11. 5-10; col. 
1, 11. 25-31; col. 2, 11. 1-37; col. 2, 11. 57-67; col. 3, 11. 1-61; col. 4, 11. 1-67; col. 5, 11. 1-15; 
and whole document) shows the elements and limitations of claim 1 1 . 

Horstmann lacks an explicit recitation of "a message receiver coupled to the 
network, said mesage receiver receiving messages over the network form any of the plural 
nodes indicating that the dconsumer has visited the node and located a distinctive foreign 
object hidden therein. . . even though Horstmann (the ABSTRACT; FIG. 1; FIG. 4; 
FIG. 2; FIG. 3; col. 1, 11. 5-10; col. 1, 11. 25-31; col. 2, 11. 1-37; col. 2, 11. 57-67; col. 3, 11. 
1-61; col. 4, 11. 1-67; col. 5, 11. 1-15; and whole document) suggests same. 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention that the disclosure of Horstmann (the ABSTRACT; FIG. 1; FIG. 4; FIG. 2; 
FIG. 3; col. 1, 11. 5-10; col. 1, 11. 25-31; col. 2, 11. 1-37; col. 2, 11. 57-67; col. 3, 11. 1-61; 
col. 4, 11. 1-67; col. 5, 11. 1-15; and whole document) would have been selected in 
accordance with "a message receiver coupled to the network, said mesage receiver 
receiving messages over the network form any of the plural nodes indicating that the 
dconsumer has visited the node and located a distinctive foreign object hidden 
therein. . . ." because such features would have provided means "allowing a software 
developer to present advertisements through a software program. . . . retrieve 
advertisements form an advertisement server and to display them to the user. " (See 
Horstmann (col. 2, 11. 1-15). 



Serial Number: 09/504,892 (Bender et al.) 7 

Art Unit: 3622 

As per claims 12-19, Horstmann shows the system of claim 1 1 and subsequent 
base claims depending from claim 1 1 . 

Horstmann (the ABSTRACT; FIG. 1; FIG. 4; FIG. 2; FIG. 3; col. 1, 11. 5-10; col. 
1, 11. 25-31; col. 2, 11. 1-37; col. 2, 11. 57-67; col. 3, 11. 1-61; col. 4, 11. 1-67; col. 5, 11. 1-15; 
and whole document) shows the elements and limitations of claims 12-19; however, 

Horstmann lacks explicit recitation of the elements and limitations of claims 12-19. 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention that the disclosure of Horstmann (the ABSTRACT; FIG. 1; FIG. 4; FIG. 2; 
FIG. 3; col. 1, 11. 5-10; col. 1, 11. 25-31; col. 2, 11. 1-37; col. 2, 11. 57-67; col. 3, 11. 1-61; 
col. 4, 11. 1-67; col. 5, 11. 1-15; and whole document) would have been selected in 
accordance with the elements and limitations of claims 12-19 because such features 
would have provided means "allowing a software developer to present 
advertisements through a software program. . . . retrieve advertisements form an 
advertisement server and to display them to the user. " (See Horstmann (col. 2, 11. 1-15). 

As per claim 20, Horstmann (col. 3, 11. 61-67; and col. 4, 11. 1-25 discloses "the ad 
module sends 'user profile ' information to the ad server such that ads targeted to the 
user based on the user profile may be downloaded and displayed. . . . Such information 
may include th ecategory of the software program and the user 's usage of the software 
program. . . . " 
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Horstmann (col. 3, 11. 5-17) shows fee payment elements based "on a 'per-hit' 
basis. . . . [as well as] "based on 'referrals. 

Horstmann (col. 3, 11. 17-27) shows "click. . . . information is used to compute 
billing to advertisers. . . . " 

Horstmann (the ABSTRACT) shows "Click-through rewards " 

Horstmann (col. 4, 11. 47-61) discloses "[sending] email. . . . " The Examiner 
interprets this disclosure as showing "transmitting at least some of th estored nformatin 
form the first node to the second node. . . ." 

Horstmann (the ABSTRACT; FIG. 1; FIG. 4; FIG. 2; FIG. 3; col. 1, 11. 5-10; col. 
1, 11. 25-31; col. 2, 11. 1-37; col. 2, 11. 57-67; col. 3, 11. 1-61; col. 4, 11. 1-67; col. 5, 11. 1-15; 
and whole document) shows the elements and limitations of claim 20. 

Horstmann lacks an explicit recitation of "transmitting at least some of th estored 
nformatin form the first node to the second node. . . even though Horstmann (the 
ABSTRACT; FIG. 1; FIG. 4; FIG. 2; FIG. 3; col. 1, 11. 5-10; col. 1, 11. 25-31; col. 2, 11. 1- 
37; col. 2, 11. 57-67; col. 3, 11. 1-61; col. 4, 11. 1-67; col. 5, 11. 1-15; and whole document) 
suggests same. 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention that the disclosure of Horstmann (the ABSTRACT; FIG. 1; FIG. 4; FIG. 2; 
FIG. 3; col. 1, 11. 5-10; col. 1, 11. 25-31; col. 2, 11. 1-37; col. 2, 11. 57-67; col. 3, 11. 1-61; 
col. 4, 11. 1-67; col. 5, 11. 1-15; and whole document) would have been selected in 
accordance with "transmitting at least some of th estored nformatin form the first node to 
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the second node. . . because such features would have provided means "allowing a 
software developer to present advertisements through a software program. . . . 
retrieve advertisements form an advertisement server and to display them to the user. " 
(See Horstmann (col. 2, 11. 1-15). 

As per claims 21-23, Horstmann shows the method of claim 20 and subsequent 
base claims depending from claim 20. 

Horstmann (the ABSTRACT; FIG. 1; FIG. 4; FIG. 2; FIG. 3; col. 1, 11. 5-10; col. 
1, 11. 25-31; col. 2, 11. 1-37; col. 2, 11. 57-67; col. 3, 11. 1-61; col. 4, 11. 1-67; col. 5, 11. 1-15; 
and whole document) shows the elements and limitations of claims 21-23; however, 

Horstmann lacks explicit recitation of the elements and limitations of claims 21-23. 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention that the disclosure of Horstmann (the ABSTRACT; FIG. 1; FIG. 4; FIG. 2; 
FIG. 3; col. 1, 11. 5-10; col. 1, 11. 25-31; col. 2, 11. 1-37; col. 2, 11. 57-67; col. 3, 11. 1-61; 
col. 4, 11. 1-67; col. 5, 11. 1-15; and whole document) would have been selected in 
accordance with the elements and limitations of claims 21-23 because such features 
would have provided means "allowing a software developer to present 
advertisements through a software program. . . . retrieve advertisements form an 
advertisement server and to display them to the user. " (See Horstmann (col. 2, 11. 1-15). 
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CONCLUSION 



Any response to this action should be mailed to: 



Commissioner for Patents 
P. O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Any response to this action may be sent via facsimile to either: 
(703)305-7687 (for formal communications EXPEDITED PROCEDURE) or 
(703) 305-7687 (for formal communications marked AFTER-FINAL) or 
(703) 746-7240 (for informal communications marked PROPOSED or DRAFT). 



Hand delivered responses may be brought to: 

Seventh Floor Receptionist 
Crystal Park V 
2451 Crystal Drive 
Arlington, Virginia. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to John L. Young who may be reached via telephone at (703) 305-3801 . The 
examiner can normally be reached Monday through Friday between 8:30 A.M. and 5:00 P.M. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Eric Stamber, may be reached at (703) 305-8469. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-3900. 




December 2, 2003 



